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concernant les Musulmans Sckyites1] and the European
reader who wishes to form an idea of the subject, with all
its intricate, and, to the non-Muslim mind, puerile and even
disgusting details, cannot do better than consult this monu-
mental work, which is based on the Shardyi'ul-Isldm fi
ma$d'ili*l-Haldl wdl-Hardm* of the celebrated Shf'a doctor
Najmu'd-Dfn Abu'l-Qasim Ja'far ibn al-Hasan...al-Hillf,
commonly called al-Muhaqqiq al-Awwal ("the First
Verifier" or "Investigator"), who died in 676/1277-8.
Other works of authority, enumerated in the Preface (vol. i,
p. vii) were also consulted, as well as leading contemporary
Persian jurists, by M. Querry, whose twenty-five years' so-
journ in Turkey and Persia, where he occupied important
official positions, such as counsellor of the French Legation
at Tihrdn, singularly fitted him for the arduous task which
he so ably accomplished. An excellent Index of Arabic
technical terms explained in the course of the book greatly
enhances its value.

Mention should be made in this connection of a Persian
catechism on problems of jurisprudence {fiqJt) entitled
Stfdl u Jawdb ("Question and Answer"), by
the eminent mitjtahid Hdjji Sayyid Muhammad
Bdqir, whose severity in enforcing the death-penalty in
cases where it is enacted by the Ecclesiastical Law has been
already mentioned3. This work, composed subsequently
to 1236/1820, was very beautifully printed in 1247/1832,
apparently at Isfahdn, under the supervision of Mfrzi
Zaynul-'Abidfn of Tabriz, " the introducer of this art into
Persia." It comprises 162 ff. of 29*6 x 20*5 c. and 28 lines,
and the letters ^ (su'dl, "question") and g. (jawdb, "answer")

1  Two vols. of pp. viii + 768 and 669 respectively (Paris, Maison-
neuve, 1871-2).

2  See p. 54, n. 3, supra.

3  See p. 368 supra.   His life is given very fully in the Qisasdl-
'Ulamd (Lucknow ed., pp. 129-78).